Supplementary material 1: The epidemic EM outbreak in Shaoguan of 2009
On the March 24th of 2009, Shaoguan Center for Disease Control and Prevention reported many students from several local middle schools experienced severe pain in extremities with unknown reasons. Through the field investigation, a total of 108 cases were diagnosed as EM. In order to understand the detailed epidemiological and clinical characteristics of the EM cases, an investigation was conducted in one local high school. Fifty-six EM cases were found, with an incident of 6.6%. The first case was found on the February 15th, the second case was reported on March 8th, and the onset peak period was during the March 15th-18 th (Supplementary Figure 1) . Of the total cases, 51 (91.1%) were female students, and 53 (94.6%) were resident students. They also had common clinic characteristics including burning pain in toes (83.9%), burning pain in soles 
